
How to use your Compost Cage
The materials you need for making your compost...

Place your Compost 
Cage close to the 

kitchen and store carbon 
materials nearby for easy access

Alam Santi
sustainable living design

Nitrogen 
materials...

Carbon materials...

Food scraps or fresh leaves Sawdust, rice husks, dry leaves

The first time its used, line 
the base of the Compost 
Cage with about 10cm of 

carbon materials

Place kitchen scraps on top 
of the carbon materials, 

making sure they are 
placed in the center area

Put the same amount of 
carbon materials in the 

Compost Cage - cover all 
the kitchen scraps

Place more kitchen scraps 
anytime, again covering 

them with plenty of 
carbon materials as before

Over time your compost will 
settle and become smaller. 
Your compost is ready to use 
when it is black and crumbly.

IMPORTANT...
Make sure the kitchen 
scraps don’t fall on the 
outer edge of the Compost 
Cage. Keep a border of 
5cm of carbon materials all 
around the edges.

When the Compost Cage is full, lift it up, and move it over. Using a shovel, 
put any materials that have not been fully composted (from the top) back 
into the cage and start using the fully composted materials on your garden.

5cm from edge - OK Touching the edge - NOT OK

5cm of 
carbon 
materials 
all around 
the edge 
of the cage

For compost troubleshooting tips see the flip side of this sheet, more information:
i n f o @ A l a m S a n t i D e s i g n . c o m  •  w w w . A l a m S a n t i D e s i g n . c o m



Compost troubleshooting....
What should I  be doing i f . . . . .Alam Santi

sustainable living design

The compost is damp and warm only in 
the middle of the cage.

Likely reason: The compost doesn’t have enough 
nitrogen materials, or cold weather may have 
slowed composting processes down.

Suggested Solution: Try adding more nitrogen 
materials; make sure your compost is at least 1/2 
meter high and 1/2 meter wide. 

Nothing is happening or the compost 
doesn’t seem to be heating up at all

Likely reason: Not enough nitrogen material; Not 
enough oxygen getting to compost; Not enough 
moisture; The composting process is finished - 
and your compost is ready to use

Suggested Solution: Make sure you have enough 
nitrogen rich sources; add some manure to the 
compost, add more food scraps; Mix up the 
compost so it can breathe better; Mix up the 
compost and water it with the hose so that there 
is more moisture in the compost - if its completely 
dry it won’t compost.

Leaves / clippings aren’t decomposing

Likely reason: Not enough aeration, or lack of 
moisture in the system

Suggested Solution: Avoid thick layers of only 
one type of material. Too much of something like 
leaves, paper or grass clippings won’t break down 
well; Break up the layers and mix up the compost 
so that there is a good mix of materials; Shred and 
/ or chop any large materials that aren’t breaking 
down well into small pieces.

The compost smells like rancid butter, 
vinegar or rotten eggs

Likely reason: Not enough oxygen, and / or the 
compost is too wet, or compacted

Suggested Solution:  Mix up the compost so that 
it gets some extra aeration and can breathe; Add 
course dry materials like straw, hay or leaves to 
soak up excess moisture. Note: if smell is really 
bad, add dry materials on top and wait until it 
dries out a bit before you mix the compost.

The compost smells like ammonia.

Likely reason: There’s not enough carbon 
materials in the compost

Suggested Solution: Add more brown carbon 
materials like sawdust, rice husks, leaves, straw, 
hay, shredded newspaper, etc.

The compost is attracting rodents or other 
animals.

Likely reason: Inappropriate materials like meat 
or greasy fried foods, food-like material is too 
close to the surface or sides of the compost.

Suggested Solution: Make sure the kitchen scraps 
are well covered with carbon materials and placed 
in the center of the compost materials. Don’t add 
too much inappropriate materials (bones / meat) 
to your compost. Check if the cage is broken.

The compost is attracting insects, 
millipedes, slugs, etc.

This is normal for composting, and these creatures 
are helping to create your compost. They are part 
of the natural process. It is not a problem.

The compost is attracting fire ants

Likely reason: Too dry, not hot enough, and / or 
has kitchen scraps too close to the surface.

Suggested Solution: Make sure your compost has 
a good mix of materials to heat up, and is kept 
moist enough.

More in format ion :  in fo@AlamSant iDes ign . com •  www.A lamSant iDes ign . com


